Right: Dally maintenance keeps
ground support equipment ready for
use. Above: Aviation Support Equip-
ment Technician 3rd Class Steve
Thomas (I) and Sergeant John Irvine
(USfViC) discuss a problem In an elec-
trical system. Below: Aviation Sup-
port Equipment Technician 3rd Class
Aiden Grange checks the power
unit's electric circuits.
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Maintaining

Aviation Ground
Support Equipment

Story and photos
by PA1 Rick Woods

Naval aircraft might never get
off the ground without regular
maintenance. The maintenance
itself couldn't be done without the
equipment to tow, lift and provide
power for working on these planes
and helicopters.

Since all such equipment is
painted high-visibility yellow, it's
termed "yellow gear." "If it's
yellow, it's ours," said Master Chief
Shawn Bowers, an aviation sup-
port equipment technician work-
ing out of the Aircraft In-
termediate Maintenance Division,
Naval Air Station, Norfolk, Va.

Bowers is one of roughly 2,900
sailors responsible for keeping
"yellow gear" operational. By do-
ing their job, aviation support
equipment technicians help ensure
that Navy aircraft are ready for
service.
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The job title can lead to confu-
sion because, according to Bowers,
aviation support equipment
technicians "don't touch the actual
aircraft." In fact, he noted, many of
the job skills are more similar to
automobile repair than aviation.
Automotive electrical systems are
common to all of the powered air-
craft towing and handling
equipment.

"Many students at the technical
school say they've always liked
working on cars and other equip-
ment, and want to learn more as
an aviation support equipment
technician," said Chief Donna Kel-
ly. "The automotive facet is a big
draw."

This isn't to say the job lures
only the nation's budding young
car mechanics. "I chose this job
because it sounded interesting, but
it was completely new to me," said
Petty Officer 2nd Class Alan S.
Crandall, his hands covered with a
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